DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

nearly seventy years ago, but she dictated it to
a grand-daughter, Princess Helena Victoria, who
was now constantly with her. She invested Lord
Roberts, returned from South Africa, with the
Garter, she saw Mr. Chamberlain, her Colonial
Minister. She went daily drives with one daughter
or another : sometimes she thought that her annual
holiday abroad, when the spring came, would restore
her strength.

The Queen died on January 22, 1901. As we have
seen, she had given two of her daughters houses of
their own on the Osborne estate, but she had left that
estate and the estate and Castle at Balmoral to the
new King. Balmoral was a pleasant possession:
there was good sport to be had, and for many years
he had spent a few weeks near by at Abergeldie. But
Osborne was a different matter. Ever since his mar-
riage he had had his own country house at Sandring-
ham ; he would certainly spend much more time at
Buckingham Palace than his mother had ever done,
and Osborne, as a residence, was perfectly useless to
him. It was an immense house with large gardens
and stables and a Park of 2,000 acres, and the upkeep
was very expensive. He had no intention of ever
occupying it, and his son, to whom it would eventually
pass, said that under no circumstances would he do so.
The King consulted his lawyers as to whether, in
these circumstances, he had the power to dispose of
it, and found that if he and his son were both agreed,
there was nothing in the actual terms of his mother's
will which would forbid it. It had been left to him,
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